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Tireas, in English for Abroad, Jen. 13, 1947

Summarys

Desling with the obstacles whioch the U. 3. Government has put in the
wey of Albanians living in the U. 8. who wished to send help to their
- fellow countrymen in Albsnis, Bashkimi quotes infomation received from the
Ue §¢ regarding the stepe taken by ilbanians for official permission to
forward their sid. Rebuffed by the Headquarters of the Hed Cross, offioixls
of the Albanian relief fund applied tc the Consultative Committee for
voluntery relief to foreign oountriss at the State Department asking that
money and medical supplies be sent to the Albaunian Red Cross or by the
Intermeationsl Red Cross. In & letter dated Ootober 24, 1948, the dirsctor
of the Consultative Committes said that neither of these ways was reasonable;
dispatoh of mediocal supplies was inadvisable st the time and money should
be preserved in the fund until it could be used "to bring about benefits
in socordance with the purpose of those who have donated it™.

In Ootober, 1946, the Albanian relief fund recsived a cable from ths
Albanisn Red Cross informing them that floods had done great damage and
asking for aid. The meansgers of the fund approached the U.5. Government
" and Red Croes but on the 13th of Kovember as they wers shout to leave
for Washington a telegram was received from the Consultative Committes
advising them to postpone their visit considering the withdrawal of the
Ue S« Government mission from Albsnis. The managers of the fund sent a
oable to Albanie explaining that they had done their best but were unable
to send any help without the approval of the Us S. Government.

The U« 8. Government is continuously hampering the dispstoh of aid
to Albanis from the Albanien oolonies of the Ue. S. Partiocularly signifiocant
is the fact that the U. S. Eed Cross which is a nop=-politionl and
philanthropio orgenization and which not only should not hamper the
dispatoh of ald to our flood-stricken population but ought to have
facilitated it, continuocusly placed obstacles in the way. The telegram
of Hovember 13 in whioh the Consultative Committee mentions the withdrawal
of the U. S. misslon from Albania verifies to our peopls snd to all
democratic opinion that the U. S. suthorities comneoted the dispatoh of
aid to flood viotime whioh is purely humanitarien with & politiosl inoident
and with the polioy of pressure which has bsen applied against Albania.

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP78-03097A000100030178-4



